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daAbothtneysill fhave fanpunused
“ida,“ butithey ave ‘an?unusua
®avocation they don’ t’;gtscuss ‘much — :
i least not with ‘outsiders.,
" &They. hunt UFOs in their spa
I figured that by becoming an mvw
gator Id find out some answers,”:says
Ralph'Dalton, 67,a retired soldier and
ne of five people in northwest Florida
ho investigate reports of unidentified

flying objects.; So_far, : hes had scant -
4 3

ald Ware, 49, a former’ Axr Force pilot
“who trained Dalton and heads the team

‘have been spotty this year.

*-~ along a tape measure, camera, magni-
fying glass and 11 forms to record ev-

weather conditions.

- The first were reported in the United
States in 1896 as “great airships,” then
popped up -as “foo fighters” in World
War II. They gained wide publicity af-
ter a 1947 sighting at Mount Rainier,
Washington. Alleged abductions, sup-
posed crashes and even rumors that

: *Ohio hangars have become part of the
national psyche. et
The Air Force looked mto sightings
for a while, then publicly dismissed
them. The civilian groups that began

- been called open-minded by. some,
X crackpots by ‘others. 3SR Sk
i, “Wedon't have a vast radar network
=% we don’t have paid personnel and w
= don’t have laboratories at ‘ouridis
‘posal,” says Raymond Fowler,’chief in
- vestigator for the Texas-based Mutua
UFO Network — MUFON — which ha
had its eyes on ‘the ‘stars,for 16 years.
3% There are 300 card-carrymg
nvestigators ‘worldwide,including

city -and :scientists. he;orgamzatlo
ays its investigators¥caniexplain’9

- percent of the 20 to 30 UFO § sig tmgs i

Only two or

~~ from his home in Fort Walton Beach.
* In fact, “ufologists” say overall sight-. '
ings worldwide  declinedin 198_4 and *
Despite the paucity of local UFOs,.';‘
Dalton has his truck packed and ready = = =
to go. When there’s a sighting, he’ll take - -
erything ‘from ‘animal reaction to .

AFOs have been around for years.

Jncle Sam has alien bodies stored in "’

their own investigative efforts have ‘..

UFON_

1A police, chle!»from“afmajor;northeast_

“ receives dail froma'around&lhe*worl i

ator, sernously,’L he says.’ Recogmzmgr
that,“MUFON's " Ficld }Investigator's*
Manual has'tips on how' investigato
~“should present themselvcs for a prof
onal image.; :

‘homemaker, a corporate pllot and a“

. retiree: who - worked “in_electronics. .
. Most of the group declined to'discuss |
“* their interest. and even Dalton said he :

doesn’t go around tcllmg evervone he

i hunts UFOs. 2 i,

“1f it comes up, I'd mcntlon ll Other
than that. no.” he CEVER e e o
Dalton had eight weeks of trammg
before taking a multiple-choice.  open-

book test with 100 questions about light |-

- and ‘optics. physics.- conventional ‘air-

~rience.”

"

EnotherzMUFON ‘member, physi

craft :md what’s called “the UFO cxpe-
*

Among other things, thc test asks for
the name of the president who claimed
to have seen a UFO, the name of the
pilot . whose 1947 UFO ' sighting
-prompted the term “flying saucer,” and
the year-an inauguration shared head-
lines with UFO sightings. i

The answers. Jimmy._ Carter.’ Kcn-
neth Arnold and 1952.° :

2 Dalton says he saw a UFOJ; w hcn he"

.was a child and for years was haunted

counters of the Third Kind made him
think the {‘wheel": might be the unde
de of an alien, craft P i oo

; - It was after a rash of UFO sightings.

m the | Southeast m 1973 that ‘Dalto

gwrlte it off. T figured being an investi 3
gator I would find out some answe

illie :Smith*of «Longwood,  Fla..%

. dedicated to finding out if UFOs are | = @
* spacecraft controlled, by. alien intelli- |

by a recurring dream of a mysterivus;
“wheel.!: Seeing ‘the movie Close En-

ouldnt find an answernl had a gu #
ifeeling there wasimore. You couldn’t |

; srghtmgs are.
_ &g‘n his comput
“What w

Y Raymond Fowle y chlef
a‘ _investigator for the

* Texas-based Mutua!
UFO Network — =
* MUFON — which has

- had its eyes on the stars
for 16 years. ;

" a“database with no conclusions,” he
says, while admitting it's a temptation
to try to draw some. Smith says he’l)

.~ refrain from that until theres sufh-

cnent data. £ Bk e )
e MUFON‘goes

“Ware thinks it's tl
on record. The group’s charter says it's

gence or unknown physical or,psvcho-
logical manifestations. & i :
Ware says published statements by a {
majoritvo[ ~MUFON 'board - ‘members.
y. would agree that “:at least -
some' UFOs are spaceships. controlle
bvgadvanced inte hgence.%H “thi

esolution noting that millions ‘of peo-
le have® seen«tUFOs .and that’ some
ave fired on them.z’l‘h_e resolutlon ;aysf

“have :
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